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Memorandum

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage
control law, in relation to providing for state
liquor authority regulation of bottles of liquor
sold to patrons for consumption on the
premises,

Purpose of the bill:

This bill would authorize the State Liquor Authority (SLA) to enact regulations
regarding the practice of bottle service at licensed on-premises establishments.

Summary of provisions:

This legislation would add a new Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Law
Section 117-c, authorizing the SLA to regulate the sale of liquor by the botile in premises
Jicensed to sell liquor for on-premises consumption.

Existing law:

No law addresses the sale of liquor by the bottle in on-premises establishments,
although such sales are taking place without any Authority regulation.

Legislative History:

New bill.

Statement in support:

Bottle service is becoming a growing and popular practice at many licensed
“establishments. Such service usually provides VIP seating and service for patrons who
purchase one or more full bottles of spirits. This practice brings with it several inherent
risks 1f not properly regulated. These risks include the service to minors and the service
to intoxicated individuals. The SLA has an obligation to the public to ensure that bottle
service is conducted in a supervised and responsible manner.

Budget implications:

None,



Effective Date:

This act shall take effect on the first day of the month occurring at least ninety
days after it shall have become a law.
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Section 1. The alcoholic beverage control law is amended by adding a
new section 117-c to read as follows:

§ 117-¢. Sale of liquor by the bottle for patron  consumption within

licensed on-premises establishments. The holder of a license to sell

liquor at retail for consumption on the premises may sell to patrons

liquor by the bottle for consumption within the licensed establighment,

in conformity with such rules, orders, bulletins and directives as may

be promulgated or issued by the liquor authority.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first day of the month that
begins at least ninety days after the date on which it shall have become

a law.



